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Chronicle Information

The next Drayton Chronicle will be the March issue, edited
by Bridget Pyne, 07454 778211
Key dates for next Chronicles:

Advertising Price Rise

Drayton Chronicle prices to advertisers have remained
the same for at least 10 years, however, we are now having
to announce a small increase of approximately 15% in the
price we charge for all advertisements, due to an increase
in our costs (all staff time is free of charge, as ever). We
believe this still represents great value for money, with the
price of a single (1/12 page) advert rising from £6 to £7
from April 2025.

Please contact our Advertising Manager, Stephen
Fearnley, (advertising@draytonchronicle.net) for further
information, if required.

Issue: Deadline for Contributions: Printed
Adverts Editor Chrf’"'des
available on:
March 14" Feb 17t Feb 28t Feb
April 14* March 17*" March 28" March

Notes for Contributors

Contributions to and advertisements in the Chronicle
are very welcome. Please send us your letters, reports from
village clubs and societies, articles, tips and advice, photos,
suggestions etc. Please be sure always to include your name,
address, and (in case clarification is needed) your phone
number. Without names we will usually not print an item at
all. The editor reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or
even reject contributions as required.

Please send your contributions by email to:
editor@draytonchronicle.net

Advertisement requests should be sent to:
advertising@draytonchronicle.net

If email is not possible, please place your contribution,
either typed or handwritten, in the Chronicle box outside
Vickery’s Hardware Store on Drayton Green, or post to
Vickery’s, 5 The Green, Drayton, Abingdon, Oxon. 0X14 4JA.

After the deadlines, only urgent items will be considered
for inclusion and then only if emailed, or delivered directly to
the editor's house, by the Wednesday following the
deadline.

Advertising charges: for single Block Advert (approx.
9cm x 4.5 cm):-

LOCAL METHODIST WORSHIP

High Street, Milton
Sunday Service: 10.30 am
Local contacts: Geoff or Jean Caudle, 531409

BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Secretary: Mrs Jayne Henderson.............. Tel. 522161

Please refer to the Church Noticeboard for details of future services.

Look out for the Baptist Café with tea, coffee, cake and a chat -
Thursdays 11.00am — 1pm in the Caudwell Day Centre.

Advertiser 1 3 6 12
Category insert | inserts inserts inserts
Drayton £6 £16 £31 £60
Resident

Non-Drayton £7 £19 £37 £72
Resident

Double-sized adverts (approx. 9cm X 9cm) are charged at
twice the above rates. All advertising MUST be paid for in
advance, either electronically, in cash or by cheque made
payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ and placed in the box at,
or sent to, Vickery’s. Requests for advertisements should
(preferably) be emailed to Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle
advertising manager (advertising@draytonchronicle.net), or
placed in the box at Vickery’s. If you wish to discuss your
requirements, please phone Stephen on 01235 531347.
Note: deadline for ads is the Friday before the deadline for
contributions (see top of page).

DISCLAIMER: ThisJournal is published in good faith and
great care is taken in its completion. The organisers of the
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING
WHATSOEVER.

Companionship Prescription & Medical
& support medication appointments

5 @

Powerof  Transport for Shoppingon- Meal
Attorneys social visits lineorlocal  Preparation

First Aid Trained | Enhanced DBS | Fully Insured

e 07889 985386

@ mandybiddle@btinternet.com




ST PETER’S CHURCH, DRAYTON ST PETER’S LETTER

From the DAMASCUS Ministry Team...

Dear Friends,

As | write this, the church is in the season of Epiphany.
Sandwiched between Christmas and Easter, it would be easy
to overlook this part of the church calendar. However,
Epiphany includes the celebration of two significant events
from the Bible: the baptism of Christ and Jesus’ first miracle.

The baptism symbolises the start of the ministry of Jesus,

Rector Revd ) Helen | rector@damascusparish.org.uk a point at which ‘heaven was opened’ with the Holy Spirit
Kendrick descending and the voice of God proclaiming Jesus to be God’s
Administrator | Alison admin@damascusparish.org son. Soon after that the first miracle happened. It took place
Bampton 01235 847179 at a wedding in Cana in Galilee where Jesus turned water into

wine. Other than showing Jesus to be a great party guest, these
two events represent the start of a journey for Jesus. It is a
journey of faith that so many people across the world continue
to experience.

This faith journey continues throughout our lives

The church is open daily, Sun-Sat 10.00 am- 3.00 pm

REGULAR SERVICES:
Sunday 8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) on 3 Sunday of

the month only. whatever our faith looks like. It is a journey of learning, of
Sunday 9.30 am Regular Sunday Service acceptance and, most importantly, of knowing the presence of
Thursday 9.45 am Holy Communion (1** and 3™ Thursdays), God in our world as demonstrated by the events remembered
Celtic Morning Prayer (2" and 4" Thursdays) in Epiphany. It is a journey that the Church in its various forms

Everyone is welcome helps us to face. This is despite the mistakes that are made

which further emphasize the need for the presence of God.
This need for God and for the companionship of those also on
a faith journey is part of the reason we meet on a Sunday; to
spend time together and to reflect and recharge spiritually
within the busyness of life.

If the thought of such a pit-stop appeals to you, please do
come and visit whether on a Sunday morning or at another
time. Our church is a place where over the centuries people on
a similar journey have found peace and rest. | cannot promise
any wine-related miracles, but | can guarantee a reminder of
how God is with us wherever our journey takes us.

With prayers and best wishes,

Every Fourth Sunday of
the month, we have our
Morning Praise Service! With
sung worship led by our
worship band. Do come along
and join us!

Follow us on Facebook for online
updates about services and events!

Search:

St Peter’s Church, Drayton, Abingdon Reverend Dov Whittle
or scan the QR code below:

PARISH REGISTER

REGULAR
ACTIVITIES:

Funeral
19t December 2024 Philip Alan Hunt

Knit and Natter - All are welcome for our Knit and Natter

on the first Monday of the month, 2 — 4 pm. No need to be a
knitter if you’d just like a natter! YOU STAY WE PRAY OCTOBER 2024

Bellringing Practice
Every Monday evening 7:30pm

26 Jan — 1%t Feb | Hilliat Fields; Lyford Close

Tuesday Connect - We have started having tea, coffee ond _ gth Fapy Manor Close; The Green
and biscuit afternoons on the first Tuesday of the month, still

from 2.30 — 4.00 pm. We look forward to welcoming as many of

you as possible. gth — 15t Feb High St; Chiers Drive; Cheers Farm;

Halls Close; Elgrove Gardens

Pebbles Baby and Toddler Group
Wednesday mornings 10.00 am —11.30am  (term-time only)
If you have a baby or toddler, you would be so welcome to join

16t — 22" Feb Friars Mews; Monk Close; Prior
Drive; Abbot Crescent

us. We meet in Church. For more information, please contact 239 Feb — 1% | Chestnut Drive; Holly Lane; Walnut
Katy or Cheryl draytonpebbles@hotmail.com March Way; Willow Way




HALLS GARAGE

Established 60 years — Servicing and repairs
e MOT’s e Batteries e Diagnostic Facilities
e Vehicle Collection Service o All Makes and Models
(Milton Park, Drayton. Steventon, Culham,
Appleford, Sutton Courtenay)

The High Street, Sutton Courtenay, ABINGDON, OX14 4AH
Tel: 01235 848236 e Mobile 07767165072
mothallsgarage@gmail.com
Open 06:30 to 18:00 Mon-Fri

K. L. YATES BUILDERS

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions and Alterations
Property Maintenance @
Kitchens and Bathrooms MASTER
. BUILDERS
Carpentry and Tiling fmb.org.uk

Call RICHARD for an estimate on
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248

HAVE YOUTRIED OUR ~ FREE RANGE EGGS?

DRAYTON SUTTON|COURTENAY
BROOK FARM
Brook Farm, Milton Road
STEVENTON
OX14 4EZ MILTON

OPENING HOURS
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm

FREE RANGE EGGS, & POTATOES (if available)

R :
@ Martin Hudson Flooring

Hudsonmartin@hotmail.couk | 075901922

Martin Hudson
Floor Layer

Carpet, Vinyl, Lino & Luxury Vinyl

/

Tonks Brothers

Funeral Directors
Abingdon & Kennington
158 Ock Street, Abingdon. OX14 5SDT
Tel:01235 539444
197 Kennington Road, Kennington. OX1 5PG
Tel 01865 736144

www.tonksbrothers.com

Qfoud to be a family businesy

A\ N
COOMBES

Home Improvements

ELECTRICAL ® KITCHENS ® BATHROOMS

m 07827 258818

e dean@coombeshomeimprovements.co.uk

www.coombeshomeimprovements.co.uk

( Local Dog Walking
| will walk and feed your dog
while you are out
DBS checked and fully insured &
Instagram: pawsome_walkiesx

E: pawsomewalkies5@gmail.com
\_  Phone: 07493830191

ROBERTS e
ELECTRICAL k===

Domestic ® Commercial e Industrial

Electrical Hard Wire Testing

Domestic Electrical Reports

Landlords Certificates

Portable Appliance Testing

Re-wires Full or Part

Extra Power or Lighting Points
Electrical Showers Complete

Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms
LED & Low Energy Lighting Installations
Data & Telephone Wiring

TV & Home Entertainment Installations

e Heating Controls and Wiring

We are able to Part P/Building Control our electrical works
Office: 01235 528800 Mobile: 07786 930463

Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

PN
EVERLAST ROOFING
SERVICES
New Roofs e All Flat Roofs e Tiling & Slating

Demossing Chimney ¢ Repairs & Pointing
Facias & Guttering ¢ All Repairs ® 24/7 Call Out
No job too small
01235 612576 Checkatrade 07553 911258

quote@everlastroofingservices.co.uk




WATER TABLE RISE OF 1 METRE

I eI THREAT TO

A\ &
RESERVOIR | |

GARDggg’gg@gﬁgNST THIS WILL AFFECT YOU
DEVELOPMENT abingdonreservoir.org.uk

GARD News Update for February 2025

JOIN GARD! GARD is going from strength to strength. Membership is growing as people respond to our publicity. The GARD &
[ ]
CPRE petition has (19'" January) over 5065 S Ign at u res — let’s take it to 6000 next month!

Thames Water continues to attend Parish Council meetings in the area, most recently Hanney on January 9™. At this meeting
residents and Parish Council (notably Stephen McKechnie, the PC Chairman) and Jim Stagg, editor of the Hanney News, asked
Thames Water some difficult questions about water levels, bund breaches and make-believe plans.

Not yet a member? Please join GARD. We need support for GARD to be stated as clearly and publicly as possible. Please join
and be counted with us. You do not have to find time to assist; we welcome offers of help but that is a bonus for us.

Current legal actions: after the claim submitted on 19" November by CPRE and SAFERWaterS, GARD is still waiting to hear from
the Judge about the claim for a Judicial Review (see the January News for full details about SAFERWaterS and the legal
submission).

All GARD members may join the sister company SAFERWatersS - email for an application form gard.secretary@gmail.com. There
is no charge but some paperwork.

Clear actions for us all now:

Join GARD if you are not yet a member. Email gard.secretary@gmail.com
Sign the petition if you have not yet done so here’s the link Stop Thames Water’s costly mega-reservoir — fix the leaks!
38 Degrees
o Email the secretary for a bright poster to display in a home or car window, or to give to friends.
gard.secretary@gmail.com

o  Write to your MP:
Olly Glover MP (Didcot and Wantage) olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk
Layla Moran MP (Oxford West and Abingdon) layla.moran.mp@parliament.uk
Charlie Maynard MP (West Oxfordshire) charlie.maynard.mp@parliament.uk.
o  Write to your Councillors (see GARD website for details) and Parish Council Chair. Please copy GARD into your letters
email: gard.secretary@gmail.com

While we’re waiting for the courts, let’s make a noise!

Numbers matter: any politician considering this will want to know our membership numbers
and our petition signatures — please tell your friends about GARD and make your opposition
plain.




LETTER FROM
WESTMINSTER

Dear all

My warmest wishes for the new year. It was wonderful to join
in local social and festive occasions such as the switching on
of Christmas lights.

Before parliament ended, | was able to address ministers
about important matters. These included: how local
communities can benefit from clean energy schemes, the
need for improvements in services provided by coroners
following the sudden deaths of those with epilepsy, and the
need to address electoral reform. Some responses were more
helpful than others! | was able to speak in debates about the
problems faced by those with disabilities, shared concerns
raised by poor estate management, and championed the BBC
(which | am sure many of us watched and listened to over
Christmas).

The Transport Select committee meet to hold the
Department of Transport to account. Two key areas discussed
have been rail services and infrastructure, and the backlog of
driving tests, which so many constituents have aired concerns
about.

Flooding remains a significant concern. | chaired a meeting
with Thames Water and the local councils to facilitate working
together. | will continue to provide updates about this vital
piece of work as we need to see real improvements.

Over the winter months, | have been updated about the FCC
site just down the road from Milton. | continue to monitor the
situation, and I'm grateful for the work Peter Stevens
continues to do. I'm sure many of you now know this, but if
there are further odour issues, please report them to the
Environment Agency’s hotline via 0800 80 70 60.

My team provides support for all our constituents. Please
contact me if | can help, or if you would like me to attend a
local event or meet with a local organisation. My
parliamentary email address is olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk

If you use social media, you can follow me for more regular
updates on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/OllyGloverLD/ and Bluesky - as |
have moved away from X/Twitter: @ollyglover.bsky.social

I look forward to meeting as many as of you as possible in
2025.

Best wishes

Otty.
Olly Glover MP

THAMES VALLEY

B POLICE

Is 2025 the year for you to do something Special?

Are you look looking for a new challenge in
2025?

Maybe you're looking for an opportunity to give
something back to the community, or make a positive
impact for someone who might be experiencing the worst
day of their life. Maybe you'd like to push yourself and
develop new skills and confidence.

You could find all of this, and more, by volunteering as a
special constable with Thames Valley Police.

Special constables are volunteer police officers. As a
Special, you wear the same uniform, carry the same
equipment and hold the same power of arrest as your
regular police officer colleagues.

In this unique role you will learn more about life and
human nature than most people will ever see. You will
need to contribute at least 18 hours per month, at times
which fit around your life — whether that's child care,
education, work or other commitments —we make your
shifts work.

Discover more about how you can play a vital role in
helping to protect our communities, and learn about some
of our current Specials in their own words by visiting our
website >

https://tvpcareers.co.uk/roles/special-
constables/

Town Furlong
Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford

01865 391864
www.townfurlong.co.uk




COUNTY COUNCIL
REPORT

Dear Readers

Pot Holes

We are now in the midst of winter and freeze-thaw is giving our
roads a beating again. | saw the County's special pothole filling
machine past my home last week — if you see it, it is an excellent
invention, as it allows highways to fill potholes on the go, literally
taking minutes per pothole, avoiding the need for road closures,
and enabling the team to do whole roads in a day. | watched as
they did some terrible holes close to my home and talked to
them. A mobile arm in front of the truck is positioned over the hole,
then a machine blasts fire at the hole first to heat up and melt the
surrounding tarmac, the truck moves forward and drops fresh hot
tarmac mix in the hole, then the roller at the back of the truck
compounds the tarmac, binding it to the heated surrounding
tarmac and levels it off. Two men control traffic around the truck
for the 2-3 minutes this takes, then the truck moves on to the next
hole up the road. | don't think the repairs are any more climate
resilient than the old method, so holes may open up again as is
often seen, but at least this repairs the roads much more quickly - a
pleasure to see in action.

HIF1 Road and New Bridge

On other news, the HIF1 road and new bridge over the Thames
between Sutton Courtenay and Appleford, enabling traffic to travel
more easily and quickly from the A415 to the A34, has been given
planning permission after several years of deliberation by the
Secretary of State. The project now moves to detailed design, with
more consultation locally to mitigate remaining concerns as much
as possible, before starting work in 2026 with a planned completion
date of early 2028. | know opinion is divided on the road,
depending on where you live and travel, however, the road does
provide an opportunity to improve routes for cycling and walking
locally, as well as diverting HGVs and heavy traffic away from
smaller roads, and it will accommodate extra traffic from new and
planned developments around Didcot. It is well intended.
Reservoir

Closer to Drayton, Thames Water have been developing a trial site
for the disputed SESRO reservoir. They have created a temporary
access road from Hanney Road, removed the topsoil, and created a
borrow pit to extract clay to test its suitability for the reservoir. In
March, they plan to build a 3-metre-high embankment to test the
strength and sealing capabilities of the clay for holding water in the
reservoir. | plan to visit the site in the spring to report on their work
and plans. | still believe the strategic plan should be to manage our
current water supplies and flood resilience better across the
Thames basin before building new reservoirs which raise risks
rather than reduce them, and | will work with Andy Cooke and
others locally to further better alternatives.

Lastly

Lastly, the government is engaging with local councils on plans to
devolve power from Westminster locally. Both County and Vale of
White Horse District councils have expressed support, as in theory
locally devolved decisions means they are more likely to suit local
communities. However, it is not yet clear what this means or how
this will work, so | will report back in due course as it becomes
clearer.

In the meantime, wrap up warm, check your homes and pipes are
insulated, and good luck weathering out the winter months. The
council publishes a Snow Guide (search: Oxfordshire Snow Guide)
which may be helpful.

Kind regards, Peter
Councillor Peter Stevens, Sutton Courtenay & Marcham Division

Wild £
Oxfordshire

Hedges are a vital part of our local nature, providing shelter and
resources for many species of mammals, insects, and birds (from
hibernating hedgehogs to the smallest of beetles). They’re crucial
wildlife corridors that allow safe travel between isolated habitats.
The benefits that hedgerows provide for biodiversity are endless.
In a heavily fragmented landscape, hedgerows link up valuable
habitats for wildlife such as woodland, grassland and ponds. This
connects populations that would otherwise be isolated and
vulnerable and allows relocation to better habitat. Over 100
priority species utilise hedgerows for a variety of reasons such as
for shelter, food, or navigation. Birds and small mammals nest in
hedges, bats use hedgerows as foraging grounds and
navigational markers, and reptiles hide in the long tussocky
margins associated with hedgerows.

November through to March is the best time of year to plant
new hedges. The first step is to acquire your roots. In
Oxfordshire we recommend planting Blackthorn, Spindle,
Buckthorn, Guelder Rose, Hawthorn, Wild Privet, Cherry Plum, or
Hazel. Plant 4 or 5 plants per metre, about 25cm apart using the
slit planting method, ensuring all fibrous roots are completely
buried in the soil. To see a detailed tutorial of this planting
method, head to our website where you can watch a
demonstration from expert Nigel Adams.
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/hedgerows-
guidance

Aftercare for hedgerows is crucial. Keep weeds and grass away
from the hedge plants for the first 2-3 years to give them plenty
of space to absorb moisture and light. Thoroughly water the
plants during dry spells. Compost can be very helpful to maintain
vigour due to the competition for nutrients between such closely
situated plants. Try to trim your hedge annually in the first three
to five years to encourage bushy growth. Once your hedgerow is
fully established (approximately 5 years) you can trim every year
or every two or three years but make sure you don’t trim your
hedge to the same place every cut. More detailed aftercare
information is also available on our website. Good luck with your
new hedges!

Why not make some green-themed resolutions this new year!
Perhaps yours is to cultivate new hedge life. Maybe you’re going
to reduce your meat intake, find eco-friendly cleaning products,
or make your garden more wildlife friendly using native plants.
There are endless ways to make a difference!

Why not sign up to our monthly email Bulletin, visit our website,
and follow us on social media for the latest nature news and
ways you can join others in helping nature in Oxfordshire
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/news

Jess Bouwer — Wild Oxfordshire Hedgerows &
Partnerships Officer




JOIN THE WHATSAPP

Matthew Barber COMMUNITY

Your voice in
;Thames Valley

Matthew Barber is Police & Crime

Commissioner for Thames Valley,
working with the police to help drive
down crime locally.

STAY IN TOUCH

matthewbarber.co.uk
@matthewbarberpcc [ (C)[¢]
@matthew_barber X

Cutting Rural Crime

Rural crime - specifically defined as things like the theft of farm
machinery, equipment, damage to crops and offences such as
hare coursing - can have a huge impact on farming businesses, not
to mention the real issues of safety for individuals. Thankfully
rural crime is falling locally. Across Thames Valley it is down 24%
over the last 12 months and in southern Oxfordshire it’s down
33% but that’s not by accident.

Last year | secured additional funding from the Home Office for
work focussed specifically in Oxfordshire. Thames Valley Police
have teamed up with local District Councils, forming a Rural Crime
Partnership and delivering the following:

e Using undercover cameras and off-road bikes, officers
can now better monitor remote areas and track down
offenders who think they can’t be reached.

e  Farmers have received free security reviews and DNA
marking kits for their equipment, making it much harder
for thieves to get away and easier to return stolen items
if something happens.

o Rural Crime Advisor: A dedicated advisor was recruited,
to be out in the community, offering helpful advice,
meeting with local farmers and businesses, and keeping
rural industries safer.

o  Tackling Fly-Tipping: New surveillance tools are helping
councils catch and prosecute those who dump waste,
keeping rural areas cleaner and more beautiful.

More officers have been recruited to the Rural Crime Taskforce,
making it one of the largest and certainly one of the most
effective in the country. They recognise that many of these
offences are part of organised crime. The taskforce are identifying
and focussing on the most dangerous and prolific offenders. In
fact, they have been so successful that whilst there has been a
reduction in crime here, other police areas have seen increases as
criminals target other places. None of us are safe, unless we’re all
safe; so, we’ve now established a Southeast Partnership Against
Rural Crime - joining together neighbouring police forces so that
we can target criminals all the way from the farms they target to
the ports where they try to export stolen goods.

With these measures, our rural areas are becoming safer places
thanks to the hard work and dedication of Thames Valley Police
officers.

LA FONTANA

[talian Restaurant & Acc()mmo(laf,'(,,,

Authentic Italian restaurant with a
covered garden terrace &
licensed Wedding venue

Opening times
Monday-Saturday 5.30pm last orders 8.45pm
Closed on Sundays (private function on request)
Wakes from 10 am Monday - Saturdays
Take aways available

Website www.La-Fontana.co.uk
Telephone 01235 868287

The Red Lion

Deborah

Wishes you a Happy New Year
and a warm welcome!

Are you looking for somewhere to
hold your event? Then why not choose
The Red Lion come in and enquire.

Sat 1st Feb
The one and only Elvis

Ticket event £5 Inc. raffle available from
The Red Lion (cash only)

Unfortunately, | had to get rid of my

cook but better things to come in the
near future watch this space &

@ ~BINGDON
@FrcLT ROOFING

TEL: 01235 239631

flat roofing specialists. tile repairs. Fascias, moss
removal, guttering, leadwork, felt roofs. 10,15,20,
year guarantees supplied with all roofing works
GET IN CONTACT FOR YOUR FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 01235 239631

EMAIL: abingdonfeltroofing@outlook.com

Web:Abingdonfeltroofing.co.uk
Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters




DISTRICT COUNCIL
REPORT

Dear all, and | hope you all had a great Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

The End of the District Council

Local Government reorganisation suddenly came out of nowhere
and dominated our agenda due to the announcement from
Government abolishing District Councils in future and requiring
rapid “Unitarisation” (and then clumping these new Unitary
Councils into Combined Authorities to have a single regional
Mayor).

Becoming a Unitary means abolishing the District Councils and
County Council in favour of a single layer of government —
responsible for everything that the two separate layers did before.
On the one hand, it places responsibility for everything in one
body, so it’s easier to find who to poke to find things out and get
things done, and stops things falling between the gaps. On the
other hand, it can cause overload at one level and, if the Unitary in
question is too large, it can make it too remote from the residents.
In the interests of retaining as much control over our destiny as
possible, we've asked to move forwards quickly (in the hope that
doing so will allow us to make decisions over it — if we’re dragged
along, the decisions will get made for us). This could mean
delaying the County Council elections, due this May. In the letter
sent, the assembled leaders stated that they have significant
concerns over that, but would accept a postponement only if
Government can commit to the ambitious timescale of elections to
the replacement Unitaries in May of next year by the latest, even if
these would be “Shadow Councils” until the existing District
Councils are wound up.

As it stands, | suspect that timescale would be too rapid for
Government to commit to. The last time | spoke to my colleagues
at County, they expected that County elections would occur on
schedule this year and were planning based on that.

Previously, we at VoWHDC have already been working towards
Unitarization with South Oxfordshire, as our combined size
(300,000 residents and climbing) was pretty much bang on the
approved size for Unitaries — a good balance between being large
enough for efficiency savings and small enough to be close to the
people electing us (Oxfordshire, as a unitary of 750,000 residents,
would have more population than no fewer than three US states,
which can lead to concerns about weakening the link between the
people and their representatives should this be the lowest level of
principal local government).

Accordingly, the VoWHDC councillors’ overall preference would be
NOT to form a single huge unitary by simply merging all District
Councils into the County Council (albeit with some disagreement),
but Government have now changed the lower limit to, “around
500,000 people.” We're therefore exploring the feasibility of a
Vale/South Oxfordshire/West Berkshire unitary authority of
465,000 people - essentially recreating historic Berkshire from
before the 1973 reorganisation.

Above that, as mentioned, we have the intent for Combined
Mayoral Authorities. It looks like the two most likely possibilities
are a Thames Valley one (following the TVP boundaries) or a BOB
(Berkshire/Oxfordshire/Buckinghamshire) one, following the NHS
boundaries. There’s no further information yet. I'll update you
when | hear more about either proposal.

The Local Plan, and housing numbers.

Regardless of all of the reorganisation upheaval, our Joint Local
Plan is going through its official independent examination
(https://www.southandvale.gov.uk/joint-local-plan-2041-
examination/ ). All looks encouraging. The new and higher
housing numbers the Government are mandating for each
authority have now been released and can be seen here
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8j9j0j4|7mo ); our figures
are already higher than the new ones issued, so it shouldn't be too
much of an issue (touch wood). Checking with the Planning
Department, we do indeed look to be fine with land supply at the
moment).

Flooding

Flooding continues to be a significant issue, and it was very
disappointing that the Environment Agency (EA) have decided NOT
to go forward with the Thames Valley Flood Scheme on the
grounds that it is "not considered cost effective." We passed a
motion in the December Council to write to the Secretary of State
to review the level of resources spent on flood prevention and
mitigation and to the EA to urgently identify what CAN be done to
reduce the growing issue of flooding (ironically, the EA published a
report just before our Council meeting stating that the problem of
flooding was greater than they'd understood and growing, which
makes their earlier decision seem even dafter).

Reservoir vs Transfers

We've noticed (thanks to GARD being on the case) that OfWat
have published their own costing of Severn-Thames-Transfer (STT)
versus the SESRO megareservoir, and STT comes in at about half
the price (and that’s with SESRO costing being "optimistic," with
the estimated price being a fraction of the price of either of the
Anglian reservoirs that are further down the path of planning and
scoping, despite them each having only a third of the capacity of
SESRO).

Dividing the capital cost of construction over the number of
households in Thames Water’s area, SESRO (if it miraculously came
in on Thames Water’s budget) would cost each household £666 to
construct (before running costs). If we use the more realistic
Anglian reservoir prices as a scale (and, say, double their cost —
which would be pretty fair for a reservoir of triple the size), it'd
cost each of our households £1,750.

The Severn Thames Transfer — far more effective, providing more
water, built far more quickly and at much less disruption (but less
commercially attractive) would cost only £384 per household
instead.

I've noticed that Anglian Water are looking at completing a water
transfer pipeline of far greater length (205 miles) than STT as soon
as next year - and even after "several delays" it will have gone
from announcement in 2019 to completion in 2026 at a cost of
£500 million (compared to the several billion of SESRO), which
makes the projected STT costs from OfWat look not just realistic,
but possibly higher than they would be in reality.
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cAgxzkzjpwijo#:~:text=A%20
water%20company%20has%20said,from%20North%20Lincolnshire
%20t0%20Essex.).

Community Hub - support

Don’t forget that if you need support or advice, you can contact
the Community Hub here:

Tel: 01235 422600

Email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk

Website: whitehorsedc.gov.uk/costofliving

Office hours are 8.30am-5pm Monday to Thursday,4.30pm Fridays

All the best, Andy Cooke
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n fb’zaqton
| am open Monday to Friday 9.30 - 2.30.
Please ring or message me on 07842848784
Or find me on Facebook
by searching for Rosie’s Hair Lodge.

MEKEY'S PHOTAURAPHY

SAVING YOUR YESTERDAYS FOR YOUR TOMORROWS

Looking for a wedding photographer in Oxfordshire?
Hi, I'm Mickey, an award-winning wedding photographer based in
Drayton Oxfordshire.
Wedding photography is my passion. As an Oxford photographer,
| get to photograph at some amazing wedding venues across the
south of England. | love nothing more than providing images that
bring happy memories flooding back of your special day, year
after year.

Documentary-style wedding photographer

My style is documentary wedding photography (also called,
reportage wedding photography). What does that mean for you?
For the most part, I'll be unobtrusive, capturing candid moments
as the day unfolds. Photographing those spontaneous laughs,
joyful tears, and stolen kisses. Your photos are going to be
uniquely yours, not a carbon copy of previous weddings
Find me on Instagram or Facebook by searching Mickey’s
Photography or visit my Website at:

www.mickeysphotography.uk  Mobile - 07799720183

'MOSSINATOR’

'
v

Render & Brlckwonk Cleanlng
Patio & Dnveway Cleanlng

C .

Enhance the appeafameg of your property
with our quality assured friendly service

info@mossinator.co.uk - 01235 376034

Slimming
World

Contact your local Slimming World Consultant and
join a friendly and super-supportive group today!

JOIN US CALL NICOLA
EVERY WEDNESDAY 07861 672320

9am, 10:30am, 5:30pm & 7pm
STEVENTON VILLAGE HALL

The Green Si ) e
OX13 6RR Ammin
S“mmingworld.co.u k touching hearts, changing lives
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The Back Pain Centre

Dr Natalie Nickowski MScDc

Dr Emily White DC MChiro LRCC p
Dr Amanda Learoyd DC MChiro BA ( Hons); RCC

Chiropractic relief from:
* Back pain & sciatica
* Frozen shoulder . FREE /
* Neck, shoulder & arm pain SPINAL

*Tennis/golfer's elbow A$SESSM]§NT
* Headaches & migraines \ “

* Knee & ankle pain Free Parking

* Arthritis & postural problems EENIERIBDEINE

¢ Chronic pain Spinal Analysis Machine

Recognised by all health insurance Companies: BUPA - PPP - AXA
4C Deanes Close Steventon 0X13 6SZ
info@steventonbackpaincentre.co.uk

griffin interiors

...soft furnishing solutions...

Interiors and soft furnishings workroom located in
Appleford making quality handmade curtains,
pelmets, blinds, cushions. Alterations.
Headboards, loose covers and upholstery.

Poles, tracks and fitting service.
Design studio with extensive library of
fabrics and trimmings.
Interiors mentoring to make your house a home.
Over 30 years’ experience.
Off street parking.
Flexible opening hours by appointment
01235 847135/07808 762626
email: griffin.interiors.oxford @gmail.com
www. griffininteriorsoxford.com




PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

The Parish Council met on 14th January.

We wish everyone a happy new year. Let’s hope we can
achieve great things for Drayton in 2025!

Need for new Councillors

The PC currently has only 5 councillors out of a potential 11.
We could achieve so much more with more of you on board.
Councillors are volunteers, supported by a Clerk, Deputy
Clerk, Caretaker and Programme Manager. We are
responsible for the allocation and management of the PC
element of your Council Tax.

The PC supports the maintenance and development of the
allotments, the burial ground, Parish Council land, play areas,
designated public open spaces and footpaths. We support
many village activities and local charities. We also represent
you in holding developers to account so that we get what
has been promised for the village. We are responsible for the
delivery of the new sports facilities at Walnut Meadows.

If you are curious about what is going on in the village and
want to participate in shaping future services, please
consider joining us. You are very welcome to attend one of
the monthly meetings to see what goes on, alternatively
please contact any of the councillors or council staff to have
a chat about the work. In terms of commitment, you would
be expected to attend council meetings, but other than that
you can do as much or as little as fits into your life.

Manor Farm

The PC is in consultation with the Vale and with Cala Homes
about taking on the responsibility for the public open space.
The PC has offered to take over the space now and to waive
any further maintenance period. However, the Vale are
insisting that we adhere to a 12-month maintenance period
before the PC can assume responsibility. This is not an issue
in itself, but the PC is not in agreement with the current
policy of managing hemlock through regular use of
pesticides which we see as highly detrimental to the
environment. Even if we are prevented from taking over the
public open space at this point, we have requested that Cala
cease spraying and have offered to take responsibility for
managing the emergence of hemlock. We await a response
from the Vale to see if this is acceptable to them.

Walnut Meadow

The Planning application covering the Multi Use Games area
(MUGA) and Pavilion was due to be determined by the Vale
of White Horse on 30th December. This has been delayed
and at the time of writing we are still awaiting a decision. This
is needed so that the MUGA contractor can schedule the
work.

A feasibility report has been commissioned to examine the
domestic water services, heating, ventilation, lighting and
above-ground drainage for the Pavilion.

Footpaths

We have started the process of inviting quotes to further
upgrade the surface of the footpath that leads down past the
old scrapyard to Gypsy Lane. Part of this footpath was
resurfaced a few years ago but wet weather over the last
couple of years has badly affected the rest of the path. We
have already appointed Drayton Construction to upgrade the
section of Gypsy Lane leading to Oday Hill. Together these
upgrades will provide year-round access for walkers and
cyclists via Oday Hill to Abingdon.

continued...
The first phase of the work is planned for this spring
with the remainder of the work, subject to satisfactory
costings and various approvals, hopefully taking place in
the summer.

Grass cutting

The grass cutting contractor is currently out for tender. If
you are interested, please see the details in the advert
on page 12 or check the Drayton Parish Council
Facebook page. The closing date is 14th February.

Traffic calming

Oxfordshire County Council’s statutory consultation
closed on 3rd January. We are currently awaiting an
update from them. This relates to crossings at High
Street and Walnut Meadow.

Parish Council website

We have a new website! Please have a look at
https://draytonparish.gov.uk/

Future meetings

Normally we meet on the second Tuesday of each
month.

However, for the next two months we will be meeting on
the second Monday of every month.

The next meeting is at
The Caudwell Day Centre, Gravel Lane,
at 7.00 pm
on Monday 10th February

Elaine Wade

For further Parish Council info.......

...... please see www.DraytonVillage.co.uk for Agendas,
Minutes and Papers for the Parish Council, as well as details of
current PC Committees and Working Groups.

Here you will also find archives of The Drayton Chronicle,
History of Drayton, Village Information, photographs and
more. This site now contains a link to the new website
mentioned above: draytonparish.gov.uk

Spring Clean

The Vale of White Horse District Council are due to carry
out a deep cleanse operation in Drayton on 3rd March
2025.

What is included:

e litter picking

e sweeping

e removing weeds and/or moss on pavements.
What is not included:

o weed spraying

o general gardening

o cutting grass or vegetation

o remove weeds and moss that is on roads.

Please note, they only clear land to which the public is
permitted access and that is under the direct control of
the District Council.

Drayton Parish Council would like to hear from you
if there is anywhere in particular, in the village, that you
would like to be cleaned. Please contact
clerk@draytonpc.org
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LOCAL GROUPS and CLUBS

Drayton Table Tennis Club

Hopefully everyone had a good Christmas and Santa gave them
everything they asked for! At club we’ve seen some new bats and
also a range of new sports clothing is being displayed by the
members.

Coaching sessions on Mondays continue to flourish, with a good
mix of young and old attending. We will have to start a waiting list
if numbers continue to increase but it’s clear coach Jonathan is
doing a great job.

In the league | can report in Division 2 the Buzzards have lost their
first match! Their scalp was taken by our own Corinthians 7-3!
Player of the match winning his three singles was Sergio Garcia
Castillo. He was backed by Captain Jonathan Cattell and Lishuang
Cao who won 2 and 1 respectively. Jonathan and Sergio joined
together to win the doubles. The result hasn’t affected the
Buzzards’ runaway lead at the top though! Corinthians move to
5Sthin the table. Dingos are in 7th in the 11 teams league.

In division 3 the Flamingos and Eagles are in 4th and 5t places with
2 points separating them. With 9 matches left each it’s anyone’s
guess which will finish higher.

Artisans in Division 1 are showing a very symmetrical listing with 6
wins 2 draws and 6 defeats in their 14 matches to date. It’s a very
strong division with some highly ranked Table Tennis England
players spread around the teams. It’s also good to report Rob
Hudson is back and playing well after a spell out with injury.

The Handicap Shield and Bidmead Cup competitions are now
underway. Runners up last season, our Bidmead team have a bye
to round 2. The Handicap Shield is spread over three separate
weeks in January, February and March. There are 8 groups and all
our 6 teams will each play 2 or three opponents. Winning their
mini-league will see progress to the knockout stages.

John Gould
Chairman

WI Report

For our last meeting of the year, we again welcomed Jack
Matthews. This time he demonstrated a table decoration; it was
amazing. With many types of greenery, some just leaves and some
with berries, the display was finished off with some beautiful
flowers to add colour to the display. We thanked Jack with a gift
from us for his amazing demonstration. The display was won by a
member to take home. This was followed by hot dogs and small
cakes with a hot punch to toast Christmas. Before we left, we had
to choose a gift from the Santa sack. This is a long-standing
tradition which causes much laughter.

In January, quite a few members went to the Wheatsheaf Inn in
Hendred for our birthday celebration meal. I didn't attend but saw
the photos, all looked to be having a good time.

Our next meeting is a talk by a representative of a local food bank.
We will, I'm sure, understand more about the bank’s origin and its
purpose, and the service they give to many grateful people. It has
been suggested that we all bring a donation or two for the bank. All
donations must be non-perishable tinned or dried types that can be
stored without spoiling. It will be for local people to help out, as
needed, when needed. If you want to join us and find out more about
us and the Abingdon Food Bank, come along to the Caudwell
Centre, Gravel Lane, on Thursday,13" February at 7.30 pm.

Ann
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The Abingdon DAMASCUS Youth Project

Registered Charity 1098966

Youth & Community Act/ng Together

The Abingdon Damascus Youth
Project (a voluntary and
registered charity) prides itself
on enabling young people to
make a positive difference within

their own communities. Our team MONDAYS

is made up of enthusiastic,
qualified youth workers who
have a passion for seeing change 5:30- 6:30PM
in young people’s lives
DRAYTON VILLAGE
SPORTS HALL

ARTS & CRAFTS £1ENTRY
FOCUSED TOPIC SCHOOL YEARS 6 AND ABOVE

WORK
COOKING

u' alfiet.adyp@gmail.com

You are warmly invited to the
Abingdon Damascus Youth Project
AGM
To be held on 25th February 2025
at 7.00pm, in the Sutton Courtenay Village Hall
All Welcome.

Anne Whitehead
ADYP Secretary

DRAYTON (ABINGDON)
PARISH COUNCIL
draytonparish.gov.uk

VILLAGE GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

Drayton Parish Council is responsible for keeping
Drayton village neat and tidy and ensuring that the
Parish Council’s public open spaces are well
maintained. This requires regular cutting of grass
areas owned or managed by the Parish Council.

The Parish Council invites interested parties to
provide a quotation for undertaking grass cutting
work initially for a twelve month period with the
possibility of a three year contract.

For more information and to send a quote, please
email: clerk@draytonpc.org.

Please note that all formal quotes will be reviewed
by the 14 February, with interested parties
informed of the outcome by the end of February.




S@AL

ENERGY GROUP

eSecurity
eElectrical

* Audio Visual
* Lighting

@ www.sealenergygroup.co.uk
e info@sealenergygroup.co.uk

@ o1235376000 @O ==

NEED A PLUMBER FOR
THE SMALL JOBS?
5 STAR SERVICE % % % % %

07526 304050
taps-toilets.co.uk

Fabulous themed picnic, teepee and bell tent sleepover parties

Sarah Coombes

07779 300054
peony_parties@outlook.com
www.peonyparties.co.uk

009

-& sp COURIER SERVICES
‘MOVING ASSISTANCE’

House - Flat — Apartments — Office
FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED
COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES
Tel 07721 679487
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¢4 mechanics

L3

Family-run
automotive garage

. MOTs, servicing, repairs & more
= Unit B, Station Yard, Steventon, Oxon, 0XI3 6RX

Tel - 01235635330
Email - office@povallmechanics.com
Web - www.povallmechanics.com

Fun and Imaginative Dance Classes
for Children 2-16 years

efty g;
|
oom %
V\“N"{“ A \ .
4 Book for a Free Taster Session!
Thursdays @ Steventon Village Hall
Wednesdays @Northcourt Centre, Abingdon
Email: bettybloomdance/@ gmail.com
Website for more information: bettybloomdance.co.uk
Mobile: 07785 232862

Q.G'S Ky
A N DOG
STORE
*GROOMING
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
NOwW

THEDOGSSPOT.CO.UK

2 HIGH ST, ABINGDON, 0X14 5AX
01235797386 *free delivery over £60,

same-day local delivery

Pr&Clean

Housekeeping & Ironing Services

Sue Oliver
O X NRX PR

Fully Insured & all Staff are DBS checked.
All equipment & cleaning products supplied.
Call now or email for a quotation
East Way, Drayton, Abingdon - Tel: (01235) 468402
Email: sue@hsoliver.co.uk




OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Powered by

G metis

Say
hello.

to your
Energy
P | SAVEF

Your consumption in May

£197.12 1755

Forecast: £220 2089 kWh

View monthly insights A new, FREE app from
Oxfordshire County Council
to help you save money

N on energy bills and reduce
o, i o household emissions.

energysaverapp.com
X

“I have heating
and hot water

again! | can’t tell
you how happy
and relieved
me and the

We're here for you

0800 107 0044

www.bhbh.org.uk
OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL
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Obituary
Richard Williams
1952-2024

N
. LA
During the last few years, we might see Richard walking
round the village but then his walks became less frequent,

then slower. In November we learned the very sad news that
he had died in the Churchill Hospital.

Drayton has much to thank him for. For ten years he
devoted himself to village affairs, serving on the Parish
Council (latterly as chairman), on the committee of the
Neighbourhood Development Plan and in a regular column
of the Drayton Chronicle in which he diligently explained the
processes and outcomes of changes that would affect us all.
As a result of Richard and his team, Drayton was spared the
excessive development with which we first seemed
threatened, ensured that improved village amenities were
built into the Plan, and when it came to writing the
necessarily detailed planning document itself, it was Richard
who did much of the heavy lifting. Quite rightly, all this
outstanding community commitment was recognised by
Oxfordshire County Council in a Public Service Award.

After university, Richard embarked on a career as a
teacher in Birmingham but after a few years he left to join
the Fire Service because, as he joked, he wanted to do
something safer. He worked for Royal Berkshire Fire and
Rescue Service for 22 years, taking a two-year sabbatical in
the 1990s to teach in Botswana. In 2001 he became Station
Officer at Rewley Road Fire Station in Oxford and, until his
retirement in 2007, he was part of a team undertaking
petroleum and explosives inspections in Oxfordshire.

In 2001 he and Janet moved to Drayton along with 56
boxes of books, to which he added more at the rate of three
of four a week. | worked with him on the Neighbourhood
Development Plan and during that time | thought | had got
to know him pretty well — but | had no idea about all those
books. Although | had been to his house many times | was
never invited into his study and now | know why. There was
simply no room for me.

Richard was a big man. Big enough to deal courteously
and patiently with the passions that sometimes attended the
fortnightly public meetings leading up to the success of the
Neighbourhood Development Plan, and the monthly public
meetings of the Parish Council. He was a genial companion
and generous with his time.

Last year Richard and Janet were delighted when their
family relocated from South Africa to Drayton. Richard
particularly enjoyed sharing his love of reading with Zoe.

By
Andrew Bax




LETTERS

David Hale

I should like to write a few words about David Hale who
passed away on the 19" December. He was well known to
many in the village as a true gentleman and very
community-minded, being a member of several clubs and
societies namely both churches, Tuesday Connexions
Thursday Baptist Coffee Morning, and Wednesday
Badminton Club where he played until about 18 months
ago and continued as treasurer and made us tea each
week. David was Drayton's number one unofficial Taxi
driver, ferrying many grateful elderly senior citizens to their
appointments. We shall all miss him dearly.

from Jayne Henderson and all his friends at

Drayton Baptist Chapel.

Dear Editor
| was very sorry to see a letter in the November
Chronicle saying that the British Legion could not sell
poppies on the Green because of the weather. Our forces
could not choose what weather they went out in.
Sheila Cook

i)
DI

RAYTON DOSA SPICES

New Authentic Indian Restaurant for Drayton

The grand opening of Drayton Dosa Spices took place
on Friday 24" January. The former Wheatsheaf pub has
been transformed into an Indian restaurant which is open
seven days a week, and also offers a collection and home
delivery service.

For those interested, a dosa is a thin savoury pancake
made from a fermented batter of ground black gram and
rice. A glance at the menu reveals a wide range of fillings
and toppings for the dosas, as well as many other more
well-known Indian dishes such as tikka masalas, baltis,
jalfrezis, kormas etc.

For further information, see the advert on page 17.
Website: www.draytondosaspices.co.uk
Telephone: 01235 612388
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Dear Editor,

| am writing on behalf of the Drayton Parish Council on a
recruitment drive, as we are becoming a rarer and rarer breed,
and at this rate will reach a state of extinction without new
members. With all the new houses that have been built in
Drayton, maybe there are a few brave residents who are willing
to stick their necks out and join us. After all, where would we be
without a workable Parish Council? We are only just quorate.
One more resignation (heaven forbid) and we would be unable
to function.

Let me point out where we would be without a PC: we would be
shoulder high in grass on all the spaces run by the PC, including
the Millenium Green, the Village Green and the recreation
ground behind the Village Hall; we would be knee deep in litter;
the footpaths would be impassable; there would be a huge pile
of refuse dumped in the cemetery; the hedges would be wild
uncontrollable bushes; traffic would be racing through the village
with no zebra crossings, humps or speed limits; there would be
no grants for DAMASCUS, the Drayton Chronicle, the Village Hall,
the football club, the bowling club or Abingdon Bridge; there
would be nobody to ensure that all the snagging issues are
sorted out with the various developers in the village; nobody to
oversee the establishing of a playing field at Walnut Meadows or
the erecting of a sports pavilion; there would be no entry signs,
walnuts or mosaic in the Village Hall, with no prospect of future
art projects; we would be sliding around in dog poo with no bins
or collections etc. etc. | could go on, but | daresay I've conveyed
the idea. We do a very valuable job to make your lives run easily
in a pleasant and civilised environment.

We are a happy group from all walks of life, and though | know
that many of you are busy with jobs and family (me included!), it
might be worth you considering putting aside a little time to

contribute to the running of your community. | joined the PC
partly because | was asked to, but also because | wanted to give
back something to the community (not just take things for
granted), and to have a say about how things are run. It's all very
well complaining about decisions that are made, but having a say
in those decisions is vital in my mind.

If you are fair-minded and unbiased and would like a new
dimension to your life, to be a useful member of the village, and
to get to know your fellow villagers and feel part of a community,
please give it a try, and join the PC. If you don't like it, you can
always change your mind! We aren't pompous, boring or petty,
and will be very welcoming. Join us and discover a new
extension to your life!

The best point of contact for everyone who would like to apply
for a position on the Parish Council would be the Clerk -
clerk@draytonpc.org - and | look forward to seeing you all at the
next meeting at the Caudwell Centre, Gravel Lane on Monday
February 10t at 7pm. I'll put out extra chairs providing we have
enough!

Thank you in advance, from a rare breed.

T —

-

Pervin Shahin
Drayton PC
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Hardware and much more

Keys Cut whileyouwait,
cookshop, housewares,
tools,gardening... 2

...you'll save money, time /
And mileage when you try

/l}‘ U 5 The Green, Drayton,
5 Abingdon OX14 4JA
Telephone 01235 531497

Just park outside!
OPEN Monday to Saturday

9:30am — 1pm and 2pm — S5pm. Lunch 1pm to 2pm

Larkmead &«
T &

VETS

Caring for pets, horses & farm animals throughout South Oxon

Didcot, Great Western Park
& Sutton Courtenay: 01235 814991

Cholsey & Benson: 01491 651379
Horses & Farm Animals: 01491 651479

www.larkmead.co.uk [ (v ©)

j(z MINDER. 5

Serving Drayton and nearby villages
and towns for over 30 years
Professional yet personal care for your
pets and home when you’re away

www.keyminders.co.uk
keyminders@gmail.com 07798 945988

=88 Oxford

WINDOW REPAIR

COMPANY =—

The Wooden Window Renovation Specialists

Flaking paint and cracked putty on your wooden windows and cills?

‘We specialise in repair and renovation to give your windows
anew lease of life!
‘We cut out rotten wood and replace with new timber.
‘We replace failed single/double glazing
Combined with modem & traditional paint solutions to give an
excellent finish inside and out

‘We are accredited suppliers and installers of Fineo© Vacuum Glazing

‘We also specialise in wood treatments, oils, stains and varnishes
Maintenance contracts & references are also available for peace of mind

All work guaranteed

Call us for your free estimate 07880 560 403
www.oxfordwindowrepair.com

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
Servicing all makes and models of vehicles,
Diagnostics, General Repairs,
Tyres, Exhaust, Air Conditioning, MOT"s

TO-C
OXFORD LTD

www.autocheckoxfordltd.com
autocheckoxfordltdi@gmail.com
Unit 3. Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane. Dry
Sandford.
OX13 6EB.
01865 730011
Courtesy cars available
Free collect and delivery service

We undertake projects of all shapes
and sizes. We specialise in:

'

R & R Landscaping
Richard and Ryan Seamark

- Garden Maintenance
- Garden Clearance

randrlandscapingl2@outlook.com - Turf Laying
07565421637 / 07498399521 - Patios
Call or email us today! - Fencing

- And much more

42 Ablngdon Road Drayton
d \ e

STEVE WOODLEY
GENERAL HANDYMAN

WOODERS1964@ICLOUD.COM
M: 07871 619028

AT§§|sted \
"o~ Living

We are delighted to introduce an all-new
exciting in-home service.

We offer you the independence and
support for you to stay in your own home.
e Odd Jobs e DIY e Gardening @ Sewing

e Shopping e Document Assistance

e Appointments (Hospital, Drs, Hair)

e Companionship e Cooking

No job is too small, anything you need,
we are here to help.
Fully insured and enhanced DBS Certified.
Call : 07779 297051
Email: tinassistedlivingltd @gmail.com
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Drayton Post Office
Post office has now reopened
Mon - Sat 9 - 6pm
& CONVENIENCE STORE
Open Mon - Sat 7 — 10 pm Sun 8 — 10pm
9 The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA
01235 531359

o~

Vs N\
/ DRAYTON TELEVISION SERVICES \\

Digital TV aerials installed

—

Extra aerial points
New TV Sales
FREE ESTIMATES

Television Wall mounting
Satellite Sky or Freesat

TV tuning and programming

Telephone: 01235 531451

e Scarification e Top-Dressing

e Hollow Tining e Removal Weeds

e Lawn Aeration e Moss Control

e Over seeding e Professional Service

NO CONTRACT
Contact Steve
01865331501/07894983801

Email: cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com

L H GOODWIN professional decorator.
Our services include both domestic and
commercial painting and decorating.

We are fully insured and all work guaranteed
25 years’ experience — References available.
For a free estimate please call Leigh on
07789873483 or visit my website

www.lhgoodwin.co.uk

'+'rchitectural

" /esign

~ervices

Over 40 years experience in the Building Industry.
Plans and Specification prepared on Autocad for
Planning Permission and Building Regulations Approval
for all kinds of Building Work. Contact: Steve Lester

stevelesterads@gmail.com Mobile 07818-751526
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fON DOSa ¢ P 2
Authentic ‘Indian 7(‘%
Restaurant & Bar &

Taste the Tradition, Love the

K
&Q\

Flavour: Your Passage to Indian

+ —  Location:
3 The Green Drayton,0X14 4JA

01235612388

www.draytondosaspices.co.uk

Abbey Chiropody and

PODIATRY CLINIC
21-27 Coxeter House
Abingdon 0X14 5AJ

Tel 01235 530577
www.abingdonchiropody.com
HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

ABBEY CHIROPODY &
PODIATRY CLINIC

Surgery and Home Visits available. Free Parking in Coxeters Yard

Hair Therapy

SALON BY
JOANNE

Mon & Tue: 9:15-5pm
Wed: Closed
Thurs: 9:15-7:30
Fri: 9:15-6pm
Sat: 9:15-3pm
Sun: Closed
Call on 01235-399043

Or book online

Booksolo.co/hair-therapy-
Salon-byjoanne

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES

Stephen R. Matthews ———
50 Witan Way Wantage, OX12 9HB

Tel: 01235 766412 S

Mobile: 07796 532356 % : F 1

stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com | Lk g

All kinds of work undertaken, including:

e garden maintenance and restoration 3 o )
o fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning y
« hedge cutting, turfing

)

« fencing and landscaping.




DANES/MACE STORE

Mon-Sat Sam-8pm — Sun & Bank Hols 6am-6pm
FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS, MAGAZINES,
GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS,
CARDS, OFF LICENCE and
SAVOURY SNACKS.

Co-op groceries are also
available for sale here.

Small bakery cakes, biscuits and

Fresh sandwiches
Now wiTH PAYPOINT )
.,.,,...,.ID « TEL: 01235554813 66

E: danes.stores@gmail.com

KOGELS of Abingdon Limited
HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS

72 Steventon Road

Drayton
Tel: Abingdon (01235) 531200 Abingdon
Email: kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com Oxon
www.kogelsofabingdon.co.uk 0OX14 4LD

/
MR. Guy's

Architectural Design

/

n Architoc!
%, 07762160547 <] guy@mrguys.co.uk @ www.mrguys.co.uk arb z?,""h'“‘ *;ﬁr

CPPM LOCKSMITHS

Locked Out
Key Snapped
Keys Lost
Faulty Locks
Lock Upgrades
UPVC Locks

Emergency Locksmith — 24 Hour Service
www.cppm.org.uk

email: colinpizzie(@btinternet.com

Tel: 01235 239068 Mob: 07760 537147

VISA

Suzy Willis & Associates
MCSP HCPC AACP
CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane, Drayton,

OX14 4HU
Tel: 01235 531269

Please call for a face to face or remote
consultation

Sharman Roofing Ltd
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,
new builds, re-roofs, extensions,
maintenance & sheds

all work considered, call Mark on

07979 791075
sharmanroofingltd @gmail.com

\ 78 STEVENTON ROAD, DRAYTON )

e Local Vegetables and Veggie Box
o Free Range Poultry & Fresh Meat
B ¢ Dairy products

/| ¢ Bread and Cakes

e Condiments

" e Open from 8 am to 6 pm

Phone: 01235 831247

Email: theoldfarmshop@aol.com

A. GIBBARD

HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
PAINTING AND DECORATING

TEL: 01235 528342 MOBILE 07759 842388

ANDY BRYAN BUILDERS

For all types of building work from a
reliable local company

Extensions, Alterations, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Carpentry, Decorating, Patios, Plastering,

Roofing, Brickwork and Plumbing

MOB: 07905386150 !




2025 EVENTS FOR DIARIES

Oxford Half Marathon 2025
ﬁ 13 October 13th OCTOBER

' Broad Street & University Parks

oxfor

rch to
&= 99 Mar ch
22

06 April

' %he\don'mn Theatre

0o0ales
FESTIVAL

N OXFORD
| L y Is 23rd — 25th AUGUST
" Pary Xforq 10k) -
i 3 i Attt
> “"“mll
Ohsieis, 5@y n
s e s
e ®

Foodies Festival Oxford 2025

okl
B8 23 to 25 August

’ South Park, Oxford

026N For further info visit:
8% qenues https://theoxfordmagazine.com/annual -
Ariovs .
QY events-in-oxford/
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(Mostly) Hall Diary for February
D RAYTO N H A |_ I_ N EWS All events held in Drayton Hall unless otherwise stated

To book the Hall :- bookings@draytonvh.co.uk or call Tony Holmes on
(01235) 531180; see the website :- www.draytonvh.co.uk
(for other regular events, see that column)

Sun 2 9.00am ANTIQUES FAIR (to 3pm)
Mon 3 1.00pm Jewellery Valuation (to 4pm)
Tues 4 2.00pm Bowls (League) Match

Sat  811.00am Charity CRAFT FAIR (to 4pm)

We’ve another ANTIQUES Fair, Sunday Feb 2nd, 9am to Sun 9 Private Function (all day)
about 3pm, and a few new stalls apparently, that’s plus Kathy Tues 11 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting (Caudwell DC)
Head running her excellent value cafe for one of her good Sat 15 Dog Show (private club - all day)
causes (lovely breakfast, or perhaps just a bacon sarniel). Mon 17 5.00pm Chronicle Deadline (Ads = Fri 14th)
Another one on March 2nd too. (NB - see page 2 for Chron schedule)

Sat 22 Private Function (all day)

Grateful thanks to Steve & Jackie, who've been running the Sun 23 Private Function (all day)
Fairs since they started here (2021 — doesn’t time fly?!), but
have now handed over to a new organiser. ‘Regular Events' - IF an error, DO PLEASE tell us!

We've another JEWELLERY VALUATION day, this time a
MONday, (Feb 3rd), 1pm to about 4pm. Last time he had a
steady stream of customers, and I’'m told offers very fair prices.
That's all sorts of items, brooches, watches, (working or not!),
rings, chains, etc, he does a leaflet drop round the village

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise

NB PLEASE — if an en —DO tell an editor (page 2

MONDAYS [## = Small Hall in Village Hall]

(“Wanted — Gold & Silver”) a couple of days before the event, 2.00pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session
with far more details about items of interest. 6.00pm Damascus Youth ## (NB — check their F’book!)
Oh, and another ‘good-cause’ Craft Fair this month, it's ;}é pm gaﬂm,‘nt‘,’n (I(‘f""kllgghfor I\)IEW Members!!) St Poter’
. . . o -T1 1, T
Saturday Feb 8th, (11am to 4pm) and in aid of the JR Diabetes pm - Bef-ringing for 172 lours eter's
team, look out for ads on the local F’'book? TUESDAYS
| hear that the sessions of KEEP FIT with FAYE, (Fridays at 9.30am  Pilates (via Alexandra Merson 07788 248925)
. . 1.45pm Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre
11am), have quite a crowd now, but still room for a few more,
imed he ¢ , dif B 230 pm Tuesday Connect (back to 1st Tuesday!) Church
aimed at the ‘more mature’ customer, so seated if you prefer, 6.30pm Karate/'Dojang X session (Sabrina 07938 537310)
they’re just £6 per class and get great reviews (she runs them
at several other local halls). WEDNESDAYS
. "o . 10.00 am Pebbles (Baby, Toddler, Carer group) Church
And our Bowls. Club (‘short mat’) '|s looking for a few pew 130 pm  Whist Drive Caudwell DC
members, especially the Weds evening group (other sessions 1.45pm  U3A Science/Tech, 1st Weds (07890 385931) ##
are Monday & Thurs afternoons). It’s a skilful game, but not too 2.00 pm Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday, most months) ##
hard to pick up, and they’re a friendly bunch, very big on their 2.00pm  Badminton .
tea & bikkies! WHY NOT come and give it a try?? 6.30 pm Brownies (term-time / Laura 07916 459435) ##

6.45pm  Short Mat Bowling Club (seeking NEW members!)

Tony Holmes

THURSDAYS
9.30 am Parent & Toddler Group
9.45am Holy Communion (**) St Peter’s Lady Chapel

11.00 am Baptist Café (to 1pm) NOW IN>>  Caudwell DC
2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session

Garden Waste Cha nges 2.00 pm Crafts Group (2nd Thursday — run by U3A, but it’s
simple to join. Call Kate for info 01235 550486) ##

530 pm Rainbows (girls 5 to 7 yrs) ##

We are introducing a new permit scheme for garden waste collections 730 pm  Sequence Dancing (Brian - 01235 531701)

this year. This is a change to how the garden waste service is managed, 730 pm Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd Thurs) Caudwell DC
and there are actions you'll need to take to continue receiving garden 7.30pm Drayton Community Choir (2nd/4th Thurs)

waste collections. -- Call Kay for info 01235 204187  Church Room
To receive garden waste collections from 1 April 2025, you must

purchase a new annual permit. This will replace your direct debit. FRIDAYS

11.00 am Keep Fit with FAYE (07815 583591)

What you need to do: 4.15pm Karate/'Dojang X’ sessions (07938 537310)

SUNDAYS
e  From late February, visit the council's website (**) For all the latest info re their Services (Thursday communion, &
www.southandvale.gov.uk/GardenWastePermit to especially Sundays), PLEASE see our St Peter’s Church page
make a one-off, annual payment for your garden waste 6.00pm _Evening Service Baptist Church
collections. . . . . Printed using vegetable-based -
e  When you get it in the post, stick your permit to the lid s i nendEnieics S a r I S a l l
of your brown bin. paper in Kingston Bagpuize by: print & sign solutions

You can also sign up for an online account on our website to make it

. o This publication is fully recyclable. Please place in green bins.
easier when you purchase your next permit in 2026. 20




